Math Response Journals

General Guidelines

1. Once a week you must solve a given math problem to demonstrate your mathematical and strategic knowledge.

2. Students are responsible for retrieving the problem of the week.  It will be in the math response journal problem pocket, as well as on my website.  

3. You must be able to explain what you did and why you did it in your Math Response Journal.  The journals are due every Friday. (They can always be turned in early). They will be graded and returned the following Monday.

4. Each entry should show a plan of how you solved the problem, a final answer with work shown, and an explanation.
5. If the above requirements are not met, students will be asked to rewrite their entries and turn them in on the following day.
6. These entries are part of each student’s math grade. They will be graded according to the attached rubric.
7. Students are required to use the following format, and must have all four steps.
Format

Date




          Problem # 
(month/day/year)
   
Skip line  
Step 1: Explore

            I know…

            I need to find out…

Step 2: Plan
             I plan to (add, subtract, multiply, divide, draw a picture, make a chart, and look for a pattern, guess and check, work backwards, etc.)

Step 3: Solve


Use a T-chart to show solve, and explain what and why.

Step 4: Examine


 My answer is reasonable because I can (solve it in another way, work the problem backwards, etc.)
